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Directorôs Column

Congratulations across the Region 
EAB Awards were held during the November 
Board series in Washington, D.C.   

Awardees from the Region included: Chase 
Anderson (Twin Cities Section) winner of 
the IEEE Life Members Graduate Study 
Fellowship in Electrical Engineering.  
 
Science Kits for Public Libraries (SKPL) 
team John A. Zulaski, Norman E. Phoenix, 
Douglas DeBoer, Michael J. Wiltermood, 
Rajeev Verma, Marilyn Genther, and 
William D. Wilkens for receiving the 
Meritorious Achievement Award in 
Outreach and Informal Education. 

 

 

November Board Meeting 
The November IEEE Board meeting series was held in Washington, D.C. 
November 15-20, 2023.  During the series I represented the Region at the 
MGA Assembly Meeting, the MGA Directors Forum, and the MGA Board 
meeting, as well as the IEEE USA Board meeting and the IEEE Board of 
Directors meeting.   We selected the slate of candidates for IEEE President 
Elect for 2025 and approved the 2024 IEEE and MGA Committee 
appointments. 

 

Reflections 2023 
Membership numbers across IEEE 
have reached an all-time high of 
over 450,000 members. Region 4 
was one of only two US Regions to 
have positive growth in 2023. 
Congratulations to the Fort Wayne, 
Arrowhead, and West Michigan 
Sections for meeting both their 
retention and recruitment goals. 
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Overall the Region recruitment rate was at 106% of our goal, with Central Indiana leading the way achieving 138% of their 
goal.  Retention for the Region was a little short of our goal.  We did have 5 Sections achieve their goal: Arrowhead, 
Cedar Rapids, Fort Wayne, Red River Valley, and West Michigan. 
 
Elevations - this year we elevated 161 members to Senior Members.  Thank you to everyone who held elevation events, 
volunteered to be references, or helped in any way. 
 

Benefit of being a Senior Member 
As an IEEE Senior member, you receive the following benefits: 
 

1) Recognition: The professional recognition of your peers for technical and professional excellence. 
2) Leadership Eligibility: Senior members are eligible to hold executive IEEE volunteer positions. 
3) Ability to refer other candidates: Senior members can serve as a reference for other applicants for Senior 

Membership. 
4) Review panel: Senior members are invited to be on the panel to review Senior member applications. 
5) Letter of commendation: A letter of commendation on the achievement of Senior member grade will be sent to 

your employer (upon your request).  
6) Announcements: Announcement of your elevation can be made in section/society and/or local newsletters, 

newspapers, and notices. 

New Chapters 
The new Magnetics Society Chapter was formed in Southeastern Michigan. The effective date was June 8, 2023. 
Congratulations to Steven Louis, Cody Trevillian, Vasyl Tyberkevich and Hannah Bradley on the formation of this chapter. 
With the addition of this chapter Southeastern Michigan now has 18 chapters, which makes them the largest Section by 
Chapter count. 
 
The new Electronics Packaging Society (EPS) Chapter was formed in the Central Indiana Section.  The effective date of 
this chapter formation was April 13, 2023.  Congratulations to Tiwei Wei the Chair and to the other committee members 
Parimala Vydyula, Xin Xu, Michael Cracraft, Manohar Bongarala, and Tarek Mohammas.  
 
We also received a petition to form the IEEE Purdue University-West Lafayette IEEE Systems, Man, and Cybernetics 
Society Student Branch Chapter in the Central Indiana Section.  The application was approved by the Region and is 
waiting for final MGA approvals. 
 
Conferences and Events 
The Region and Sections hosted several outstanding conferences and events this past year.   
 
Officer Training 
New officer training is being hosted by Southeastern Michigan Section and is open to any "newly" elected section officer, 
veterans, and volunteers interested in learning more about the committee positions.  You can sign up in vTools for the 
sessions that interest you.   

 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wJMzT82UmtxOpIuH-5M2T489c2lly8RqX030b9oShTc/edit#slide=id.p
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Region Committee: 
Your Region Committee for 2023 is here to provide support.  Have questions, need help with 
events, or just want to bounce an idea off someone please reach out.  The roster can be found 
on our region website here. Check out all the upcoming Region 4 events here. 
 
As always, thank you for all you do for IEEE! 
Respectfully submitted, 
Vickie Ozburn 
Region 4 Director 
 
 

Editorial Corner 

In this issue: 
  
This edition has been our biggest one in terms of contributions. Our many thanks to all those 
who contributed.  
 
To start off with ï there is the Call for Papers from the International EIT Conference, which will 
be held in Eau Claire, Wisconsin in 2024.  
 
The R4 supported Science Kit for Public Libraries (SKPL) is continuing itôs admirable work and 
is growing ever wider.  
 
The WIE leadership Summit was a great success, read all about it on page 9. 
 
We had several of our R4 members share technical articles on various topics ranging from Lithium-Ion batteries, AI in 
Health Care, DoE Award to protect our grid, papers published on advanced networking & communications, particle 
physics, AI symposiums, Geospatial Analysis to stock market price prediction! It is indeed a delight to know we have such 
a vast diversity of talent in our community.  Not to forget ï we have Humanitarian Activities also ongoing. Finally, a quick 
round up/updates of local member activities from some of our larger sections and a note about IEEE Day helps complete 
this issue. 
 
Previous editions in this series may be found on the Region 4 website. Click on the ñNewsletterò button in the top left 

column.  Comments and suggestions may be sent to the editor: sharan.kalwani@ieee.org  
 
Word format is preferred. Where possible use the Arial font in point size of 10. Images can be in either JPEG, GIF, PNG 
or similar formats. 
 

We try to complete the newsletter layout a week before publication, to allow time for review and corrections. If you have 
an article or notice, please submit it as early as possible.  We publish once every quarter. 

 
The newsletter relies on the contributions of our members and officers, so please do not be 
shy.  If you have something that should be shared with the rest of the region, we want to give 
you that opportunity.  The next deadline will be March 20th, 2024. 
 
 
Sharan Kalwani,  
Chair, IEEE Southeastern Michigan Section (2021-2023) 
Editor, Region 4 Newsletter and Enthusiastic IEEE volunteer 
 
  

https://www.ewh.ieee.org/reg/4/committee.php
https://events.vtools.ieee.org/events/search?_sub=true&q=&ou=R4+-+Central+USA+-+Region+4&d=Upcoming&commit=Search
https://ewh.ieee.org/reg/4/index.php
mailto:sharan.kalwani@ieee.org
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